
 
Glossary 
 
 

Degrees of Reading Power (DRP) 
A standardized assessment given to determine how well they understand 
what students read. 
Developmental Reading Assessment (DRA) 
The DRA helps teachers pinpoint students' strengths and reading abilities in a 
one-on-one conference.   
Six Tra it Wri ting 
In the Sumner School District six distinct traits of writing are taught and 
assessed. Second graders are assessed on the fi rst four traits* : 
   *  Ideas 

When ideas are strong, the message is clear and easy to follow. 
Things    make sense because the writer includes detail. 

   *  Organization 
Organization is the structure of writing. A writer with strong 
organization stays focused on the main idea. They have a sense of 
sequencing and the reader sees a distinct beginning, middle, and end. 

   *  Conventions 
Conventions fall under the heading of spelling, punctuation, 
grammar, and capitalization. Neatness, while important, is not 
considered part of the six-trait model. 

   *  Sentence Fluency 
Sentence Fluency is the rhythm and flow of the language. Sentences 
vary in length and style and are so well crafted that reading aloud is a 
pleasure. 

      Voice 
Voice is the uniqueness of each writer. Voice lets the reader know 
the writer is personally engaged in the topic and is aware that they 
are communicating with an audience. 

      Word  Choice 
Word Choice is the use of rich, colorful, and precise language. It is 
free of awkward sentences that slow a reader down. Strong word 
choice paints a picture in the readerÕs mind. It  uses everyday 
language naturally and in a fresh or unexpected way. 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parent Guide 
To 

Student Learning 

GRADE  2 
There is always one moment in childhood 
when the door  opens and lets the fu ture 
in. ~ Graham Greene 



 
 
 
This Parent Guide is designed to highlight student grade-
level expectations. These expectations have been aligned 
with the Washington State Essential Academic Learning 

Requirements (EALRs) and the Grade Level Expectations (GLEs). These 
expectations provide specifi c learning standards for students in grades K-10. 
They clarify the skills and strategies all students need to demonstrate 
profi ciency in each content area. 
 
Additionally, the assessments used to determine student achievement are 
outlined for reading, writing, and math. 
 
Reading       
In second grade, students become fluent as readers and 
apply comprehension and vocabulary strategies to a wide 
variety of literary and informational text. They 
demonstrate comprehension by participating in 
discussions, writing responses, and using evidence from 
text to support their thinking. Reading for pleasure 
continues to be an enjoyable habit. 
 

Grade Level Expectations 
Students are expected to meet one of the two following expectations by the 
end of the year: 
 

ASSESSMENT EXPECTATI ON 
Developmental Reading Assessment (DRA) 
OR 

Level 28 
Score of 12 or higher 

Degrees of Reading Power (DRP) 
(Independent Score) 22 or higher 

 
 
Wr iting  
Second graders will expand their writing skills. They 
will learn that capable writers have good ideas, use  
 
 

 
 
 

some form of organization to communicate their ideas, pay attention to 
sentence fluency, and use correct conventions. Additionally, at second grade 
students will learn about the various stages in the writing process. Children 
learn to pre-write their ideas, draft their thoughts, revise and edit their 
writing, and publish their work. 
 

Grade Level Expectations 
Students are expected to meet two of the three following expectations: 
 

ASSESSMENT EXPECTATI ON 
Writing assignments 
(3 samples Ð Organization, Ideas, Conventions, 
Sentence Fluency) 
OR 

11 of 16  

District Spring Writing Assessment 
OR 

12 of 16  

Writing Skills Checklist  
(Expanding) 15 of 22  

 

Math 
Second graders are rapidly expanding their abilities in math. They can add 
and subtract both their math facts to 20 and using larger numbers that require 
regrouping (borrowing and carrying). The ability to organize information 
helps them as they begin to solve real life or story problems. They can 
estimate reasonable answers. Second graders begin to reflect on their 
thinking and are able to communicate math solutions using numbers, 
pictures, and written words. 
 

Grade Level Expectations 
Students are expected to meet the following grade level expectations by the 
end of the year: 
 

ASSESSMENT EXPECTATI ON 
Integrated Unit Review Tests  
AND 

75% on 8 of 10 required 

Written Assessment 
AND 

Score a Level 3 on three 
required assignments 

Addition and Subtraction Facts to 12 90% accuracy in  
4 minutes 
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