Learning S ndergarten Registration
o Kindergarten registrationfor the next schoolyear. begins.Marc.h 2iatall i;lemehtary
: : schools in:the Simter Schoel District: Registration materials will be ‘available at all
D ing Lendin, schiool offices or on the district Web site in mid-February. :
gllll:rgxia;] v Learning : E ‘All children‘enrolling for kindergdrten for the 2009-10 schiool year must be's years
‘When children enter kin- old by:Atig:-31. i o i
dergaften with :age-appro- ‘When registeringa child for SChODl,‘fﬂmlll.eS shou}d provide: -
;" priate literacy skills they are. - |+ o Proof of child’s birth date (birth or h’ospxtal certificate, passport);
ready for ‘a ‘successiul :and » Immunization:information and ch;ld s health ﬁ{story; and !
‘happy' education: If you iare * Names and phone numbers of pmfents, phys;man,’emergency contact when the
interested in'more informa- parent/giardian ¢annot be reached; # i
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These Crestwood Elementary School students
are gager o learn:

i : iti ime ki Iso available. Full-time kin:
tion or would like to attend a° .|+ Tuition-based, full-timeé kindergarten programs-are a ! kit
Ready! class; contact Laurie ‘wdergarten 'students attend school every:day ‘and have ﬂme same ‘schoolycnllenddr as’

Sjolund ‘at 253-891-4560 Tor |/ students in first through fifth g'rades. : |
visits the  Sumner::Schoal | : pan

District Web'site” at www.

School success
starts before a
child enters class

BY Ann Cooxk
i Sumner School District Communications Director
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Success in school starts Jong before a-child enters
the classroom. We know that families lay the founda-
ton for:all future learning by spending time with their .
child, doing lots of talking dnd reading stories aloud. But
families often wonder what 4 typical 5-vear-6ld knows, or
shoild litow, the first day of school Theré are readiness’
skills:for kindergarten; which are riot requiremeits, but
learning goals. Not every child will hit every goal —a
child may be high'on’'some &kills dnd-low on others, but
what we do know is children wh are taught these skills

< -athome by their familiés gét off (o a great start at school.
Studies'show that student who start ahead, stay ahead,
vear afleryear, 7 ; :

Today, only 50 percent of kindergarteners nationwide P
are fully ready. This ‘means. many.children .are one. to
two years behind their classmates the first-day of school.
Suchra'large diflerence is extremely hard to overcome.
Even though. kindergarten -teachers try their best to
make readers of all children, it is often impossible for
unprepared:studen the readiness gap in one .
year while half 'the cls tinues’ to leap dhead in
reading and learning.”Studenits. who are not ‘prepared
}(';)r schoolstruggle for: years to catchi up and many never ..

o : . :

Durinig the past several years; teachers; school prin-
-cipals and admiristrators in the Suriner School District
have worked -collaboratively with families, preschools,
childcare: providers and other. community: partners;:lo

- develop’an’ éarly learning’ initiative; “Together, we are

*committed to énsuring that parents arid caregivers will
have access to the  support, information atid ‘services
they need; incliding qliality early learning opportunities
for their children.

#. One of the programs we offer to families with children
ages 2 through 5 is READY! for Kiniderizarten This free
series of classes; taught by Siimrier School Disfrict teache
ers, helps parents  get ‘their children ready’ for schiool.
The classes: provide activilies designed by teachers to
help children acquire éritical pre-literacy and pre-math
skdlls. : g prey : s
. Parents, niot the child, attend 90-minute classés, based

onthe age of their child. All parents get dactivities; boolks

-and other learning toys to enjoy at hothie with their child.

All classes are Iree:lo. pdrents' living in- the: Sumper

Schioal District, If you reside ‘oufside of Sumier School :
District boundaries; there is a'ominal materidls fee.
“New this year is our Early. Learning Resource Room
at Crestwood ‘Elemeéntary School. The: Resotirce Room
provides free resources o parents, childcare providers -
and preschool teachers and is open‘9 fo '11°a.m: and-4
fo 5:30 p.m1 Tuesddys and 9:t6 11 4'm. Thuirsddys: Stop
hy for more inforhation:about kindergar(en readiness,
to sign up for classes; to'learn mare about aétivities for:
young children ‘and-parénling ‘information; or to visit

See Learning, page AG |
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