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How do Puyallup and Sumner school districts adjust to °
ever-decreasing budgets? By making some creative but
less-than-ideal choices without affecting area students
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of The Herald

any students and
parents within
the Puyallup

& School District’s
boundaries have had to adjust to
anew routine this year. Instead
of letting their kids sleep a bit
longer and having them catch

a bus, parents who live within
amile of their child’s school are
being forced to take extra time
by walking or driving students to
school in the mornings and back
home in the afternoons.

Those changes are the result of some
significant cost-cutting measures the
district implemented this fall for its
transportation program,

Amy Fleming, the district’s director
of business services, said more than
900 bus stops were eliminated as 16
schools had their routes "significantly
altered.” Twenty-five bus drivers lost
their jobs, though six were brought
back after other positions were left
vacant through attrition. The reduc-
tions, however, represent 22 percent of
Puyallup's driver force.

As classes resumed in September,
the changes affected families as most
students who lived within a one-mile
radjus of their school were not allowed
ta use buses. The change was made,
officials said, because the state doesn't
reimburse costs for transporting stu-
dents within the radius. Some excep-
tions were made for children who have
to cross dangerous arterials.

While there were complaints the
cuts weren't communicated well,
Fleming said, school officials, drivers
and families seem to be doing well
with the new policies.

The school having the most prob-
Iems adjusting, she added, is Brouil-
let Elementary in South Hill, Traffic
backs up daily on Gem Heights Drive
because there isn't space for the extra
vehicles coming and going from the
small cul-de-sac leading to the school's
parking lot and drap zone.

The schools that received the most

‘changes to bus routes are largely lo-
cated in South Hill neighborhoods,
something that was done from a safety
standpoint.

“They've built the neighborhoods
there with adequate sidewalks and the
requirements now by Pierce County
(are) that you have to put sidewalks
in,” Fleming said. “Most areas of North
Hill don't have appropriate walking

Hemild phatosiColleen Carroll
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areas.”

Fleming said district officials haven't
discussed transportation options for
next year but the likelihood of restor-
ing jobs and routes isn't good.

“I haven't really thought that pro- |,
cess through yet," she said. “And that's
probably because I don't think the

money is coming back any time soon.”

Libraries ‘

Puyallup schools are saving $670,000
compared to last year after trimming
the equivalent of nearly 13 full-time cer-
tified librarian positions,

Vince Pecchia, the district’s direc-
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tor of student learning for literacy, said
nine librarians were eventually laid off
but others retained classroom teach-
ing positions because of their seniority
status, Pecchia co-chaired the district’s
library services committee, which made
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