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memorable
:mght fortwo
- communities -
inEast Plerce

There wasa playoff kmd of

“atrriosphere in the airwhen',
thié Sumner:Spaitans and Rog-

- ers Rams Special Olympics :\;
basketball teams faced-offini~

- front of a'capacity crowdin'the .

SumnerHigh School gymna~
s
] Even though the Ro gers: .
: Rams registered a:36-34 victory
inanail-biter between schools
' separated by less than 10;
“miles; it was much more than a:
‘basketball.game. ;. ;
o Itwas'a celebratlon G
Stumner co-coach Keith -
Ross was thrilled the “PackThe

‘Gym’ mght became:areal='

" “ity;this yeat. Ross said Rogers
hostéd a similar event afew::
years ago and the Sumner:
Schiool Districtwanted to re-.
turn'the favor.

“I'm hoping we'can make
this a  tradition Here,” Ross
ssaid: £ Thisis somethmg all of
these kids deserve.” =
~--SumnerHigh: School senior ‘

‘baysbasketball playet Casey"

“iLafkas got.goosebumps dunng

théintroductionswhen each’:

member of Sumner’s Special: .

‘Olympics basketball team'was

‘announced by the pubhc ad-

dress announcer. i )
- “This is pretty.co ol They see

s (var51ty basketball players)

~experience! ithig'during all of

our home games-and nowthey
v getfo doit too," Lafkas saidas
: ieaﬁh playerwasintroduced

@ :
everybody elsewho plays hxgh
fschool sports Tha { hat they

‘ “They are on tbe o
.centef stage and. arek
gettmg treated just l1l<e .
everybody else l

CASEY l.AFKAS
s senjor basketball player

“Throughout the 40-minute
game both squads:combined
to make 35 shotsmthe co :
itest. il
‘" One'of the most memorable
‘moments of the evening was’:

. when Sumrner shooting guaId :
. Chad Gore drained three con=::.

secutive jumpersin the first:
half-On his thitd made shotin'-
arow;the crowd:was deafen-::

“ing with approval’After Gore's -
- ishot swished throughthenet::

Lafkas cotldn't keep a:smile off

of hisface f.rom his: post at: the

scorer’s table. ;
“Heloves to shoot the ball i

Toafkds'said: “This is awesome:”
" {{ Ross'saicithe; eventwouldnt i
‘have héenpossible 1f1twasnt
for unbridled support'of the
entire community. .~ :-

“It wouldn'thave: happened
1f 1twasnt forthe efforts of 50/
many, " Ross said: ] o

“The commumty came out in
droves for the “PackThe Gym!

Ve
year's large contmgent ofat!
‘tendeesis a foreshadowing of -
things to come: down the,‘road i

: Reach Sparts Edztar Shaun Scottat

1253-841-2481 ext316 or by e-mail
atshaun scott@puyallupherald
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